Identification and cloning of snake venom vascular endothelial growth factor (svVEGF) from Bothrops erythromelas pitviper.
Vascular endothelial growth factors (VEGFs) are among the most important angiogenic proteins found on vertebrates. In the last years, some reports of the occurrence of such proteins in snake venoms are rising the importance of this family of proteins as toxins, since they appear to be involved in many features of Viperidae envenoming, such as hypotension and venom spread through increase in vascular permeability. Here we describe the occurrence of snake venom VEGF in Bothrops erythromelas, a clinical important snake from Northeast of Brazil, through immunodetection and cloning of its cDNA and briefly provide an overview comparison of all recent described svVEGF sequences.